Charlotte Hille Security and Human Rights 2010 no. 3 154 equal to asking for non-recognition of Abkhazia and South Ossetia 3 . Also, in the mediation efforts of the UN, the organization expressed its view that the territorial integrity of Georgia be preserved. This implies that Abkhazia and South Ossetia cannot successfully apply for membership of the UN. This raises the question of how the UN can operate as a neutral mediator in talks between the Russian Federation, Georgia, Abkhazia and South Ossetia 4 . The OSCE and the EU, the other mediators in the conflict, have indicated that the territorial integrity of Georgia should be respected, and follow the reasoning of the UN. What does the fact that entities can declare independence mean for Nagorno Karabakh, which already has declared unilateral independence? This area has already unilaterally declared independence in January 1992, but has not yet been recognized. The recognition of Kosovo, Abkhazia and South Ossetia means that other areas have greater hope that in the future they will be recognized, and be seen as independent states. This refers not only to areas that already have unilaterally declared independence and are not recognized, but also to areas that are dissatisfied and wish to go beyond internal self-determination.
Two years ago, just after the ceasefire between Russia and Georgia, it seemed possible that a solution to the stalemate on the status of Nagorno Karabakh would be found. On 2 November 2008 Armenian president Serzh Sarkisian, Azerbaijan President Ilham Aliev and Russian President Dmitry Medvedev signed an accord determining their commitment to continue the peace talks. The continuing attention for a military solution of the conflict by Azerbaijan was conceived in Armenia as a dangerous development 5 . At present there are interesting developments going on in the South Caucasus. Armenia has recently concluded a bilateral treaty with the Russian Federation which allows for the presence of the Russian army on Armenian territory until 2041, and indicates that an attack on the territorial integrity of Armenia will result in support by the CSTO organization. However, a political solution is preferred, in accordance with the CSTO treaty 6 . Some politicians in Armenia interpret this in such a way that Russia would defend Armenia against a possible attack by Azerbaijan (on Nagorno Karabakh) 7 . Meanwhile, the Russian Federation agreed with Azerbaijan to supply the state with arms 8 . This means that
